I. Window

I looked out the window at dawn and saw
a young apple tree translucent in brightness.

And when I looked out at dawn once again,
an apple tree laden with fruit stood there.

Many years had probably gone by
but I remember nothing of what happened in my sleep.

II. So little

I said so little. The jaws of Leviathan

Days were short. Were closing upon me.

Short days. Naked, I lay on the the shores
Shorts nights. Of desert islands.

Short years. The white whale of the world

I said so little. Hauled me down to its pit.

[ couldn’t keep up. And now [ don’t know

What in all that was real.
My heart grew weary

From joy,
Despair,
Ardor,
Hope.

I1I. Encounter

We were riding through frozen fields in a wagon at dawn.
A red wing rose in the darkness.

And suddenly a hare ran across the road.
One of us pointed to it with his hand.

That was long ago. Today neither of them is alive,
Not the hare, nor the man who made the gesture.

O my love, where are they, where are they going?
The flash of a hand, streak of movement, rustle of pebbles.
I ask not out of sorrow, but in wonder.

Czestaw Milosz
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(Czestaw Mitosz) Peteris Vasks
(1994)
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